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MY FIRST FATHER’S DAY 

This Father’s day will be my first as a father.  My wife 
and I brought our daughter home from the hospital 
three days after she was born with relatively little 
time—about one week—to prepare.  The adoption 
process was finalized almost two months ago; we 
dubbed that day “Familization Day” and it is a day that 
we will celebrate annually.  Our daughter is seven and a 
half months old now and I wonder how time has 
seemed to move so quickly. 

 

Becoming a father by adopting a child is such a 
uniquely rewarding experience.  I had no idea just how 

rewarding it was going to be.  The day-to-day activities of being a father to a 
seven and a half month old baby provides little time for reflection.  But, even 
now, as I’m writing this, I can barely comprehend it.  These last seven or so 
months have been nothing but a wonderful series of moments filled with 
excitement, happiness, anxiety, and exhaustion.  I fully expect this to 
continue, and I can’t wait. 

Lately, when my wife and I wake up in the morning, it is no longer to the 
sound of an alarm.  Rather, we wake up to the sounds coming out of our baby 
monitor.  Our daughter wakes us up each morning with her grunts, snorts, 
and “come get me! I’m here!” baby yells.  Walking into our daughter’s room 
for the first time each morning to see her standing up in her crib looking at 
us with a big smile on her bright beautiful face is one of the best parts of my 
day. 

The absolute joy I receive when I see my daughter’s smile or hear my 
daughter’s laugh is something that is hard to describe.  The first time I heard 
her laugh I somehow felt that it was my duty, practically my moral 
obligation, to get her to smile or laugh at all times.  But I realize that this 
would be impossible; no one can, or even should, smile or laugh at all times, 
especially the times when they have mouthfuls of pureed sweet potatoes.  So, 
I’ve tempered my aims a bit and have settled for getting her to smile or laugh 
at least once every day.  As she gets older this may prove to be more 
difficult—how many more times will she laugh at clothes being put in the 
dryer?—and so it may test my creativity and endurance, but I am very much 
looking forward to the challenge. 



LFCS IS THANKFUL FOR THE COMMUNITY HELP WE RECEIVE 

Lutheran Family is blessed to have so many people supporting the work of 
our agency.  Thank you to Trinity Lutheran Vacation Bible School (photo 
left)  for participating in our Baby Bottle Boomerang and to COMO Cares 
for Kids (picture bottom middle) for supplying our Successful Young 
Parents with diapers and wipes. LFCS and the families we serve give 
thanks to Edith Prince, RN at Boone Hospital.  Edith volunteers her time 
to helps our teen mom’s and dad’s prepare for child birth and supplied this 
basket of goodies (pictured top middle) to one of our clients as she 
prepares them for the birth of her child.   Without the help of so many 
caring individuals in our community we could not continue our mission to 
help build families through adoption assistance, foster care and crisis 
pregnancy counseling.  Lois Fagan and Samsung donated digital cameras 
to our Successful Young Parents Group last month.  Many thanks to 
Samsung and to Lois for this wonderful gift (right hand corner). 

  

 

 

 

  

The 9 member board that will be administering the funding raised 
through the sales tax increase has been appointed.  The County 
Commission spent countless hours interviewing and identifying members 
that have expertise in mental health, their communities, etc.   

The Coalition who worked to pass the sales tax will continue to work to 
further our communities understanding and awareness of mental health 
services/ resources.  If you would like more information, please contact 

Christine at christinec@lfcs.org  

mailto:christinec@lfcs.org
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Lutheran Family & Children’s Services now has a  

FACEBOOK PAGE FOR OUR MID-MISSOURI OFFICE 

Please take a minute to Like our page and follow  

the great work that is going on in our office. 

 

LFCS  Welcomes New Board Members  

Welcome Emily Bange  

to our LFCS Board  

Emily has been married for 10 years 

and has two wonderful adopted 
children, Aven age 6+ and Alexi age 
17 months.  The family used out-of-

state agencies for both adoptions, 
but worked with Janeene at LFCS for 

their  home study, various paper 
work, etc. for both adoptions.  Aven 
and Alexi seem to keep them busy 

all of the time.  The family lives 
outside of Columbia and they both 

work in Columbia.  Emily is a CPA 
and after many years of working in 
public accounting, she left public 

accounting last fall and began 
working for Veterans United Home 
Loans as a Financial Analyst in their 

accounting department.  Emily 
decided to become a board member 

of LFCS as she felt this was a small 
way she could give back to LFCS. 

Welcome Lois Fagan 

to our LFCS Board 

Lois, a new Board Member also serves as 

a Mentor to our Successful Young 
Parents Group and LFCS is blessed to 
have her serving in both capacities.  

Lois lives in Boonville and has three 
children; Tanner, 22, at Mizzou, Shelby, 

21, at Mizzou and Daryl 16 a student at 
Boonville High School. For the past 27 
years Lois has worked in the 

wireless/mobile industry and she was 
delighted to receive digital cameras 

donated from Samsung passed out to 
the Successful Young Parents at their 
last monthly meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! Tuesday November 5th  at the Holiday Inn 

Executive Center LFCS presents the Growing Hope Festival of 
Trees. Special guest speaker is St. Louis Cardinals Manager, 

Mike Matheny. Tickets go on sale in September. For 
sponsorship opportunities contact Jaime Craig, Regional 

Development Officer, at (800)474-1967 or jaimec@lfcs.org. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lutheran-Family-and-Childrens-Services-of-Missouri-MidMissouri/169201409877916?ref=hl
mailto:jaimec@lfcs.org
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2013-2014  
Board Members  

 
Emily Bange 
Kaye Clarke 
Sandy Dirks 
Lois Fagan 

Vicki Hartwig 
Catherine Lavitt 
Paul Moessner 
Carrie Paden 
Stacy Peters 
Nelly Roach 

Leigh Spence 
Jayne Young 

There is nothing quite so sweet as tiny 

little baby feet.   

LFCS helps families grow two feet at a 
time thanks to the adoption services 

we provide in mid-Missouri. 

 

NORMA CAMPBELL 

 

We are grateful for the monetary donations in memory of Norma Jean 
Campbell.  Norma will missed by her son, Ryan Campbell, his wife Beth and 
their three children, Maggie, Lauren and Josh as well as  numerous friends 
in the community.  Ryan and Beth were foster parents for the Mid-MO Office 
of LFCS for several years and we are thankful that they chose us to receive 
memorials in her honor.  Norma was a social worker for many years and 
had a passion for helping people, especially children and teens.  She was a 
wonderful mother, an amazing Grammy, and a true friend.  We pray that 
your hearts are healing and your memories of Norma are forever etched in 
your hearts! Your family is truly a blessing to LFCS and we thank you for 

remembering her in this way. 


