Mike and Cassie

Dear Birth Parents,

Every child is a miracle. For years we have been
unable to create a miracle of our own. It is in this
desire to have a larger family that we are seeking
adoption. | think that our own difficulties make
us more aware of how special each child is. We
are grateful to you, birth parents, for choosing
adoption and giving us this chance. We are
thankful for the care and concern you gave your
child for the first nine months. And we are
incredibly appreciative of your decision to let
someone else parent your child.

We want to adopt a child because we want to be
parents. We are excited to be parents. We want
to teach them the ab& and show them how to
ride bikes. We want to pick them up when they fall and put band aids on scratches
and scrapes. We want to go ondid trips and pack lunches. We have a lot of love that
we are just waiting to give to a child.

We are a very calm couple, with a nice quiet
home. We have known eachther for over

13 years and married for 7. We are very
flexible people who can adapt tany
situation and do not get bent out of shape
very easily. We have been preparing for a
child for years and realize that they will
bring changes and challenges. We are
excited about these challenges and will face
them as we face everything: together.

In the past 13 years together, we have faced
many challenges, and each challenge has
made our marriage stronger. We never feel
like we have to face something alone. Our
Niece Hannah with us at Christmas| greatest challenge has been our struggle
with infertility. Over the past 5 years we




have seen more doctors than we hope to for the rest of our lives. During this time
our marriage has only become stronger as we continued along our path one step at a
time.

Mike and | are both teachers. We spend all
our time with children. We see this as
great advantage in our personal life. We
understand child development and know a
lot about child behaviors at different ages.
We also know how to redirect negative
behaviors and to praise and positively rein
force good behaviors. We also have a lot of
knowledge and resources should we need
any type of help or advice.

We are very excited that you are considering
us as adoptive parents for your child. We
hope you will find all the information that
you need within these next pages. Please be

assured that we have a stable, loving home
Mike with our niece and nephews and a child will be our first priority .
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will always have a special place in our hearts and our prayers. We will always

rejoice with the child for the greatest gift you could possibly give them, the gift of

life.

Sincerely,

a Mike and




Fun Family Facts

We are grateful for the adoption process. After dealing with
infertility for over 5 years, we have been unable to grow our family.
We cannot imagine the tough decisions that birth parents face, bt
are very happy for the opportunity to adopt. We have a pasve
view of adoption, will be very open with our child about how our
family was formed, will be willing to send letters and photos, and
will provide the opportunity for our child to be comfortable to ask
any questions that they might have.
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Views onParenting,
Education & Discipline

As teachers, education is very
important to us. We believe in it
very strongly. Cassie works for al
small parochial school where our
children could attend, or they can
attend our local public school,
where | am employed asa teacher.
Both are excellent choices and we
will take the child's needs into
consideration  when  choosing.
College is also very important to us
Any of our children will be expected
to complete their bachelor's degree.
Since education is so important and
also so expensive, we have alread
begun planning for their future and
are saving money for their
education.

Being teachers we believe strongly
in discipline. We think that children

need love and patience and defined
boundaries. We will be patient with

the child and reinforce positive

behaviors. Our discipline plan
involves verbal correction of

behaviors and using time outs
when necessary.
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Mike was the
senior class
moderator

and
participated
in graduation
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Family Life

We have been married for 7 years and together for 13 years
Mike is an Industrial Technology Teacheand Cassie teaches
Computer Literacy. Mike enjoys woodworking and outdoor
activities. We enjoy traveling together. Cassie enjoys bakin:
basket weaving, sewing and othe crafts. We both enjoy
reading and music. Mike plays guitar while Cassie listens!

We have a calm, simple life in a rural area close to a large
city. We like being home and being together. We have ot
own family dinners almost every night. We spend as mucl
time as possible with family and are lucky enough to have
our family close by. Wehave two inside cats, one outside cat
and hope to get an outside dog sometime in the next year.

We are grateful
to live close to
our extended

family!

_“! I'I ’.‘\.S‘l!



4 )

Child Care Plans

We have many different
options available to us for
child care. We will
carefully consider all of
them and make the best
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available and excited
about splitting grandchild

time. There are also
several excellent dagares

located in our area. Our
sisters and brothers are
also willing to jump in and

help whenever they are
needed.

Papa Tony and Mike

Religious Life

We are practicing Catholics.
Cassie works for a parochial
school. Prayer and faith are a
important part of our life. We give
thanks before meals and for the
blessings all around us. We
generally attend church on
Saturday evenings. We attenc
church at least twice a month and
try to increase that to every
weekend, especially to be a gooc
example to a child. Sunday is &
time that we always spend with
family.




