
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Birth Parents,  
 

Thank you for taking the time to read our letter 

and consider us as potential parents for your child.  We 

wanted to find a way for you to get to know us, and 

ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ letter.  

The choice you are planning to make for your child is 

the greatest gift of love any parent can give and we 

cannot begin to imagine the difficulty you have gone 

through to get to this point.  Your courage amazes us.  

For so long, we have wanted to complete our   

family with the addition of a second child.  Getting 

pregnant with our first child, Adam was easy.  We 

always knew we wanted Adam to have a sibling.  

Someone to play and laugh with and someone to 

commiserate with when mom and dad say somethƛƴƎ ΨǳƴŎƻƻƭΣΩ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ - often!   

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

complete our family through adoption.  During all the infertility treatments, this option was 

never far from our minds, and ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛŜǎǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 

toward a family.  During what was going to be our final fertility treatment, we got a call from 

Lutheran Family and Children Services saying we could be put on their active adoptive family list 

almost immediately.  This was such a clear sign to us that God had a plan for our family, and it 

included a child that would come to us through adoption.     

 We met in college when Shawna interviewed Zach for a 

job and hired him.  What a great decision!  We got married 

exactly three years from the day we first met.  Zach works for 

UPS, and loves his job, even when Adam says the weather is 

ΨȅǳŎƪȅΦΩ  IŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ around and meet new people every 

day.  Shawna has worked for the same company for almost 14 

years and now does the hiring and training for them in their 

Personnel office.  Once Adam came along, we knew we just 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŀ ōŀōȅǎƛǘǘŜǊΩǎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ŀƴd day out, so Shawna 

primarily became a stay-at-home mom. She works just two days 

ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻƳ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ !ŘŀƳ ƻƴ άƎǊŀƴŘƳŀ CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ 

aƻƴŘŀȅǎΦέ  DǊŀƴŘƳŀ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ 

Zach and Shawna 

Adam reading a book to Rascal. He 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

brother or sister! 



to her special days.   

 We are a loving couple who always put family first.  Our extended families are a big part 

of our lives, from weekly meals to shared vacations at the beach.  Everyone is looking forward 

to a new baby and all the joy and laughter they bring.  Adam is especially excited, often asking if 

a nŜǿ ōŀōȅ ǿƛƭƭ άōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇ 

ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƴŀǇΚέ 

 As a family, we love to do anything 

outside, from camping and canoeing, to 

going to the park on a sunny afternoon.  

We also enjoy playing all kinds of games, 

and think that playing games are a great 

way to teach children.  We believe, as 

parents, we have to be very active in our 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

advocates for our children, getting them 

the best teachers and schools and helping 

them along the way.  This is the reason Shawna works only two days a week outside the home. 

Early on, we decided that it was important for our children to have the consistent, loving care 

that a mother can provide.  We thought there were just too many opportunities in loving and 

learning that would be missed if she kept her full-time job.   

 Religion is very important to us.  We attend church every Sunday and want to raise our 

children in a Christian home, to love God, and it is our hope and dream that they will grow up to 

be compassionate, loving adults who always put the needs of others before their own. 

 We cannot begin to understand the difficult decision and love it takes to consider 

adoption. We want you to know that we intend to honor that choice by loving and nurturing 

our child.  Our children will know unconditional 

love and support every day.  We will make sure 

both of them understand what a loving and 

courageous choice you made. They will 

understand that your selfless decision made our 

family complete.   

 

You will always hold a place of honor in our family 

as the giver of the greatest gift:  Love. 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ  

Shawna, Zach  

    & Adam  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun Family Facts 

hǳǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΧ 
We believe that adoption is the most precious gift any birthparent can 
give.  Know that if you choose us to be the adoptive parents of 
your baby, they would get no more love from any other adoptive 
family.  And even if you do not choose us, thank you for the choice 
you are making.  Although we know nothing of the situation which 
brought you to this decision, please know that you are about to 
make some new parents the happiest people on earth. We are 
willing to meet with you and open to discussing all options of 
openness.   

 

Our feelings about  
Parenting, Education, and 

Discipline 
 
Parenting is a gift, something to be 
treasured and treated with the 
utmost respect.  Consistency has to 
be one of the most important 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜŀǊƛƴƎΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ 
expected of a child should be the 
same no matter which parent they 
are with, and we always follow 
through on both discipline and 
rewards.  We believe education 
starts at birth, from reading to 
playing games.  We will take a very 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
education, being an advocate for 
them and getting them the best 
education available.   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Life 
 

We were both raised in Christian 
homes, and strive to continue that with 
our family.  We believe being a Christian 

is not just attending weekly church 
service, but is serving others and being a 

compassionate, thoughtful person. 

Christmas with Rascal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Family Life 
 

We have been married since 2002 and spend a lot of time 
outdoors as a family, camping, floating and just going to the 
park.  We enjoy family vacations to the beach and weekly 
dinners with our extended family.  We gather with our family 
and friends several times a year for holidays and parties. We 
love going to Cardinals baseball games and Blues hockey 
games. Shawna loves taking photos of all our family outings!  
Our son, Adam, is an energetic, outdoorsy five year old that 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ōǊƻǘher! 
 

 

Family 
vacations at 
the Beach! 


