
 

 

 

 

Dear Birth Parents, 
 

We understand how important it 

is for you to know that you have 

made the right decision in who is 

going to raise your child. This is 

probably the most difficult 

decision that you have ever 

made. Our hope is that you will 

not be making this decision alone, 

but that you will seek the Lordôs 

guidance. We thank you for your 

selflessness, your courage, and 

the value for human life that you 

are displaying by choosing 

adoption.  

 

This is now the second time weôve written a birth parent letter and as we look back on the first one we 

wrote we canôt believe how much has changed in our lives! Our son Caleb was adopted five years ago 

and now here we are again, dreaming and hoping and praying for another dramatic change, another child 

to love, another smile to peer over the dining room table 

at mealtime. Before our first child, we never really 

understood what true joy was. We had experienced 

happiness and good times and funny moments, but never 

that ñIôm laughing just because my heart is so full of love 

that itôs overflowingò kind of emotion that we have both 

experienced as parents. And you know what? Itôs 

addicting. We want more. Lots more! Even though those 

moments are accompanied by temper tantrums, dirty 

diapers, muddy carpets and sleepless nights, weôll take it 

all. Itôs worth every minute. 

You certainly want to know more about us as a couple 

and a family. Weôve just started our 12
th
 year of marriage 

and we hope for at least another 50! We have grown 

quite a bit since the day we said, ñI do,ò and we feel that 

weôve been blessed with an uncommonly peaceful, fun, 

and fulfilling marriage. Together we enjoy bike riding, 

reading, traveling and anything with chocolate in it. Benôs 

work as an editor brings him home at a good time each 

evening and on the weekends so we can spend family 

time together. Rebeccaôs jobs as full-time mom and part-

time Special Projects Coordinator with a disabilities 
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agency both allow her to be at home each day, which has always been her wish.  

Our past was filled with several moves through different states as Ben was going to graduate school, 

including a move to Germany for a year. We also struggled with infertility and had a seven year wait 

before Caleb was placed with us by a sweet woman who was already raising three other children. We 

have finally settled into our home in St. Louis and hope to be here permanently, since our parents and 

some siblings are both just a few hours away now. 

 

Our present world is filled with church activities and volunteer work, visits to see both sets of 

grandparents and cousins, play dates, devouring good books alone or reading aloud to Caleb, and 

exploring the cityôs bike trails. As a family we love anything to do with the Chronicles of Narnia or Star 

Wars. We speak German with each other on Saturdays (Caleb has learned a lot!) and we look forward to 

our Sunday night devotions followed by bowls of ice cream. Every day is filled with blessings and 

challenges and always lots of love. 

 

Weôd like to think that we are much wiser now and that 

our next child will not have to endure some of the goofy 

mistakes we made when we were new parents (which 

Caleb somehow survived!). Thank you for considering our 

family to be the ones who will surround your child with 

unconditional love, stability, joy, and faith. May Jesus be 

with you now and always. 

  Most sincerely, 

 Ben and Rebecca 

 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Caleb, I am five 

years old.  I am cheerful, love 

to laugh, and I am  very 

affectionate. I love sports 

primarily baseball, art, and my 

stuffed giraffe collection. 

 



 

Fun Family Facts 

Our Feelings About Adoption  

Our decision to adopt in the first place was not a 

ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ .ŜƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ 

of his cousins were adopted, so the idea of 

adopting children into our own immediate family 

came quickly to mind once we realized that we 

might not be able to conceive.  It was never our 

desire to endure extended fertility treatments, 

and so after a short, unsuccessful attempt with 

fertility drugs, we chose to focus our efforts and 

prayers on adopting.  We are confident that, no 

matter what the wait may be, we are where we 

ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ IŜ 

will join us with other children who are meant to 

be a part of our family.  We are open to meeting 

ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

with them a few times a year following 

placement.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Family Life  

.ŜƴΩǎ Ƨƻō ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ 

and weekends so that we can enjoy meals, devotions, 

games and reading together often. We have special 

family traditions throughout the week (Saturday is 

German-speaking day, Sunday nights we have ice 

cream, etc.) as well as throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Child Care Plans  

Rebecca will be home 

with our children full-

time. We have several 

friends and family 

members who are 

happy to watch our 

children when we need 

a babysitter. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Views on Parenting, Education & Discipline 

After recently completing an 18-week parenting class, I would say 

that our ideas about parenting and disciplining have changed 

considerably. We now realize that everything we do as parents 

should be an attempt to lead our children to right moral choices 

and to train their hearts, not just their behavior. We believe that 

discipline methods should change as children grow, so that by the 

time they are teenagers we will be leading and guiding by example, 

through a close relationship. We follow the Bible closely when 

making parenting decisions (specifically Proverbs). 

 

We are currently choosing to homeschool for a number of reasons. 

Primarily, we want our children to have a Christian education and 

currently the parochial schools are too expensive. We love the idea 

of having a flexible schedule as a family so that we can take family 

trips during the school year. We are developing a large network of 

friends with other homeschool families and are planning to be 

involved in a  co-op, or part-time, school with other homeschooled 

children. We are very excited about creating a home where learning 

ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ 

together at the dining room table, going on a field trip, or even 

visiting another country someday (we hope!). 

 

Our Personalities, Hobbies and 

Interest  

Ben is Kind- hearted, cheerful 

and responsible, studious and  

adventurous.  He enjoys reading, 

biking, Lord of the Rings books 

and movies, doing bike repairs and 

playing the piano.  

Rebecca is s incere, positive, 

humorous, responsible and 

devoted.  She enjoys reading, 

biking, baking, traveling, 

decorating and collecting recipes . 

 

  


